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In consideration of 
SENATE BILL 1162, SENATE DRAFT 1 

RELATING TO SHORELINE VEGETATION 
 
Senate Bill 1162, Senate Draft 1 proposes to make permanent Act 160, Session Laws of Hawaii 
(SLH) 2010.  The Department of Land and Natural Resources (Department) strongly 
supports this Administration measure, with exception to the effective date.  The 
Department respectfully requests that the effective date be restored to “June 29, 2013. 
 
Act 160, SLH 2010, requires landowners in shoreline areas to ensure that public transit beach 
corridors are passable and free from human-induced, enhanced, or unmaintained vegetation that 
blocks transit.   
 
Landowners that induce or allow their vegetation to grow below the shoreline would be asked to 
remove or trim the vegetation.  If the landowner fails to comply, the Act allows the Department 
to issue a notice of violation to the landowner, assess penalties under Chapter 183C, Hawaii 
Revised Statutes (HRS), and to charge landowners for the cost of removal if the landowner fails 
to remove an obstruction.  Act 160, SLH 2010, however is scheduled to sunset on June 30, 2013.  
 
The Department has been successfully utilizing Act 160 to compel offending landowners to cut 
back vegetation that inhibits lateral shoreline access or extends seaward of the shoreline as 
defined in Section 205A-1, HRS.  Thus, Act 160 has been an effective tool to protect lateral 
shoreline access. 
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The Department strongly supports this Administration measure as it will make permanent the 
requirement on landowners that abut the shoreline to control the spread of vegetation that 
emanates from their private property onto public beaches.    
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 "The public is being robbed," said Karen Simmons, who became aware of the accretion 
 application when surveyors appeared at the beach near her home to survey her 
 neighbor's property. 
 
 Simmons complained to the state Department of Land and Natural Resources in 
 September 2000 about people extending their beachfront property by putting morning 
 glory vines in the sand and watering them. In two areas, naupaka shoots have been 
 planted, and one neighbor added as much as 2,000 square feet of vegetation, she said. 
  
 It all adds up to illegal taking of public beach, which carries a maximum fine of $2,000, 
 said Sam Lemmo, DLNR coastal lands program manager. People can apply for a permit 
 to plant in the state conservation shoreline, which is generally the highest wash of the 
 wave, but Lemmo said most plantings are not in the public interest. The public has "a 
 right to access and use these areas, and we have to protect those rights to the best of 
 our ability, so we try to discourage that type of practice," he said. 
 
Please preserve the uniqueness of Hawai`i and the public trust to ensure that our shorelines 
belong to all of us by passing SB 1162 SD1 and making it effective upon approval. 
 
Mahalo for this opportunity to testify, 
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Thursday, March 14, 2013 12:05 PM
To: omhtestimony
Cc: almurak67@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB1162 on Mar 15, 2013 10:30AM

SB1162
Submitted on: 3/14/2013
Testimony for OMH/WAL on Mar 15, 2013 10:30AM in Conference Room 325

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing

Alan Murakami Individual Support No

Comments: Any legislation that cracks down on induced shoreline vegetation has my support. I've
seen it too many times and complained to the DLNR's OCCL division. That division needs more
enforcement resources. I have encountered long delays in getting OCCL personnel to investigate and
enforce violations!

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing , improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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